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Week Ending Friday, June 21, 2002

Remarks During a Visit to the
Headquarters of the Association for
the Advancement of Mexican
Americans in Houston, Texas
June 14, 2002

Let me say a couple of words. I know
you’re anxiously awaiting them. First, it’s
great to be back in Texas. I’m proud to be
here with my friend the Governor and Con-
gressman Green.

Before I talk about service, I want to say
something about Karachi. We fight an enemy
that are radical killers; that’s what they are.
You know, they claim they’re religious peo-
ple, and they blow up Muslims. They have
no regard for individual life.

Our hearts go out to the—our citizens and
those affected by the bombings that took
place. Our prayers are with their families, are
with the families of the people in Pakistan
as well.

But these people, if they think they’re
going to intimidate the United States, they
do not understand the United States of
America. And we will continue to hunt them
down and seek justice.

Secondly, as we make America more se-
cure, we’ve got to make it a better place.
Today is Flag Day. We can talk about patriot-
ism, but a true patriot is one not only who
salutes the flag, but a true patriot is one who
serves the community in which they live.

So I want to thank AAMA for its great
work in Houston and now, I understand, the
valley. I want to thank the visionaries who
put together this charter school. I want to
thank AmeriCorps for being a part of the
after-school program. I want to thank the
mentors for understanding that out of evil
done to America and out of the evil con-
tinuing to be done to others around the world
can come some incredible good. And the
good that can happen is, children can realize
the great American Dream—start right here,
learn to read, go to college, and can succeed

in America; that where there may be hope-
lessness and despair, love and compassion
will overcome it.

And so I want to thank you all for letting
me come by. Thank you for reading so well,
and see you in college.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:30 p.m. at the
Headquarters Summer Enrichment Camp. In his
remarks, he referred to Gov. Rick Perry of Texas.
This item was not received in time for publication
in the appropriate issue. A tape was not available
for verification of the content of these remarks.

Proclamation 7574—Father’s Day,
2002
June 14, 2002

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Fathers play a unique and important role

in the lives of their children. As mentor, pro-
tector, and provider, a father fundamentally
influences the shape and direction of his or
her child’s character by giving love, care, dis-
cipline, and guidance.

As we observe Father’s Day, our Nation
honors fatherhood and urges fathers to com-
mit themselves selflessly to the success and
well-being of their children. And we reaffirm
the importance of fathers in the lives of their
children.

Raising a child requires significant time,
effort, and sacrifice; and it is one of the most
hopeful and fulfilling experiences a man can
ever know. A father can derive great joy from
seeing his child grow from infancy to adult-
hood. As a child matures into independence
and self reliance, the value of a parent’s hard
work, love, and commitment comes to fru-
ition.

Responsible fatherhood is important to a
healthy and civil society. Numerous studies
confirm that children whose fathers are
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